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Annual Dinner Honorees Trace  
Successes and Passions Back to NSL
Haynes, Davidson and Gentry took different routes; all have made major contributions

Continued on page 4

At Nashville School of Law’s 20th Annual Recognition Dinner 
on June 7, the school will pay tribute to three individuals who 
have significantly shaped the school, the city of Nashville and 
the state of Tennessee. 

Receiving the 2013 Distinguished Alumni Award that evening  at 
the Rennaissance Hotel Nashville is Judge Barbara Haynes, who 
will be recognized for her noteworthy career, including 29 years 
as a judge. Attorney Marshall Davidson, who has taught at NSL 
for 21 years, will be given the 2013 Distinguished Faculty Award 
for his excellence as a teacher and commitment to his students. 
The 2013 Community Service Award will go to Howard Gentry, 
Jr., Nashville Criminal Court Clerk, in appreciation of his years 
of service to Nashville.

“For two decades, the NSL community has gathered to recognize 
and honor the outstanding work of those who advance the cause of 
the school and the greater society,” said NSL Dean Joe C. Loser, Jr. 
“Each year we’re astonished at the level of excellence we welcome 
to the stage and this year’s honorees are no exception. They set a 
high bar for our students, faculty and community.”

NSL Hooks Future Judge on Law
Judge Barbara Haynes has left an indelible mark on Tennessee, 
and it all began with one course at NSL. After working as her 
husband’s legal secretary for years, Haynes decided to go back to 
school. She was drawn to law because of her first-hand experiences 
witnessing the impact of injustice.

“I decided to take one course at NSL to see what I thought of it, 
and I was hooked,” said Haynes. “I looked into other programs, 
but I was a mother and I didn’t want to give up everything that 
came along with it. NSL was perfect.”

After graduating in 1975, Haynes quickly made her mark. While 
defending an individual who attempted suicide, a crime at the 
time, she saw the need for the next generation to take the bench 
and guide reforms. In 1982, Haynes was elected as Davidson 
County General Sessions Court judge.

Four years later, Governor Lamar Alexander appointed her to 
chair the Tennessee Sentencing Commission. There, she oversaw 
the rewriting of nearly the entire Tennessee Criminal Code. In 
1990, she was elected Circuit Court Judge in the 20th Judicial 
District, a position she held until retiring in 2011.

“Barbara’s three decades of impactful work for Tennesseans is 
evidence of the good she has accomplished thanks to a legal 
education,” said Dean Loser. “We’re proud to have her as an 
NSL alumna.”

Teacher Aims to Work as Hard as Students
Attorney Marshall Davidson began teaching at NSL 21 years 
ago and his passion for it is evident, not only in his four Teacher 
of the Year awards, but in the way he talks about his students.

“When students leave the 
class, I want them to know 
more than the law, which 
is a given. I want them to 
know that I gave them 
the very best that I have,”  
Davidson said. “I owe them 
that because that’s what 
they are giving me.” 

Davidson teaches Torts 
and Advanced Torts and 
approaches teaching with 
more than the material in 
mind. He puts considerable 
effort into taking a student-
centric focus in order to 
build a feeling of trust.

Davidson is a staff attorney 
for the Tennessee Supreme 

L to R: Alumni honoree Judge Barbara Haynes, faculty honoree 
Marshall Davidson, Community Service Award recipient  
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More Than the Sum of Our Parts

Nashville School of Law is nothing if not a group of 
independent thinkers, a truth that has held strong since 
the school’s inception. While developing this issue of the 
newsletter, we were struck once again by the diversity of career 
paths and accomplishments of our alumni and students. 

Yet what truly sets NSL apart, I believe, is that such diverse 
legal professionals and students balance that individualism 
with a passion for the greater good—of the school and 

the communities we collectively serve. Perhaps that is a by-product of the way  
we band together as students, all coming to night classes from different professions 
and backgrounds, but united by a passion for the law. However it is born, ours is a 
distinct type of camaraderie—a shared knowledge that we are truly more than the 
sum of our parts. 

The honorees of our upcoming annual dinner are excellent examples of this value.  
We have Judge Barbara Haynes, who rose from being her husband’s legal secretary to 
one of the most prominent judicial officials in our region. And there is two-decade 
faculty member Marshall Davidson, whose investment in teaching his students has 
benefitted hundreds of budding attorneys. And finally our Community Service honoree 
is Howard Gentry, Jr., who once studied at NSL himself before going on to make 
significant contributions to the city of Nashville. 

These individuals, along with the others highlighted in this issue and the countless 
untold stories, embody the diversity of service achieved by NSL graduates every day. 
It is nothing short of inspiring to remember that we are each a part of such a vital, 
thriving community.

Which brings us to our upcoming celebration. We hope you will join us for the Annual 
Dinner on June 7 at the Renaissance Hotel. Chair Charlie Niewold has led the planning 
committee in putting together yet another banner event—the 20th anniversary of 
our yearly bash. This is a great opportunity to reconnect with former classmates and 
instructors, make new connections and be reminded of the formidable legacy of our 
school. I look forward to seeing many of you there. 

Best Regards,

Dean Joe C. Loser, Jr.

Editorial Staff
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Joe C. Loser, Jr.
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Virginia Townzen

Managing Editor 
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Editor 
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Faculty Q&A

William L. Penny 
Administrative and Environmental Law Professor

William L. Penny is a Member of Stites & Harbison, PLLC and 
was recently honored by a Senate Joint Resolution in recognition 
of his chairmanship of the American Bar Association’s Section 
of Environment, Energy, and Resources. A 1981 graduate of 
NSL, he has been a faculty member since 1998 and teaches 
Administrative Law and Environmental Law. n
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How is environmental  
law changing? 
Environmental law is not so much 
changing as it is maturing. Most 
environmental laws as we know 
them today were created in the late 
60s and early 70s out of social and 
political realities existing at the 
time. That trend has not changed, though the we now 
have a much richer body of law to work with. Interest in 
sustainable energy resources, sustainable construction and 
sustainable transportation have changed the landscape. 
After the U.S. Supreme Court validated legal concerns 
over global warming in the landmark case Massachusetts v. 
EPA, environmental regulators are imposing requirements 
for carbon dioxide emissions in large industries, power 
plants and automobiles. Together with increased natural 
gas production through “hydrofracking,” environmental 
law is morphing to some extent into formerly traditional 
energy and natural resources areas. Notwithstanding these 
changes, environmental law very much resembles that 
of the 60s and 70s but has matured through an increased 
scientific knowledge base as well as judicial precedents. 

Does being a NSL graduate  
inform your teaching style? 
As a NSL graduate, I am keenly aware of the time 
commitment needed from the students. I also believe 
students benefit by hearing about real world examples to 
help them understand the class and reading material.

What advice do you give students  
about planning their legal careers? 
I believe it is very important for students to focus first on 
doing well in school. The goal is not so much to graduate, 
but to learn the law and how to think like a lawyer. 
Planning also involves deciding what you are comfortable 
with and pursing that field. Legal careers are very much a 
matter of timing and taking advantage of opportunities.  
Be on the lookout for them and be ready when one  
comes your way.  

If you weren’t practicing law, what 
would you be doing?

Playing bluegrass music and golf.

Q
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David J. Callahan, III, a 2007 NSL graduate,  
is now instructing third and fourth year  
students on probate and estate planning in the 
Wills course previously taught by Anne Russell. 

“In addition to his professional acumen, David 
demonstrates for NSL students a commitment 
to community service that exemplifies our 
educational mission,” said Dean Joe C. Loser, Jr. 

As founding member and attorney at Callahan Witherington, PLLC, 
Callahan provides probate, trusts and estate planning, and litigation 
services for clients throughout Middle Tennessee and the Southeast. 

“I hope to give students very practical, applicable knowledge that 
they can use right away,” Callahan said. 

In addition to his membership in the Nashville Bar Association, 
WealthCounsel and Belmont University’s American Inn of Court, 
Callahan is on the board of directors for Team Chad, which supports 
individuals with leukemia and their families, and the Tennessee 
chapter of the Leukemia & Lymphoma Society. He also is on the 
Make-A-Wish Foundation junior board of directors.

Callahan holds a master’s degree in taxation and a bachelor’s degree 
in political science and economics from the University of Alabama. n

Former Tennessee Attorney General Paul G. 
Summers returns to a life of public service as 
Senior Judge appointed by the state Supreme 
Court. Judge Summers, NSL instructor and 
former partner at Waller, replaced Walter C. 
Kurtz in January as one of four senior judges 
who serve the state at any one time. 

Senior judges serve four-year terms and must be 
former trial and appellate court judges who have reached retirement 
age. Judge Summers served as the District Attorney General for the 
25th District in West Tennessee from 1982 to 1990. He also served 
on the state’s Court of Criminal Appeals from 1990 to 1999 and was 
Tennessee Attorney General from 1999 to 2006. Most recently, he 
was a partner at Waller—Nashville’s largest and oldest law firm —
specializing in trial and appellate litigation, regulatory matters and 
government affairs.

Judge Summers is an invaluable resource at NSL as he draws from 
a wealth of legal experience to teach Administrative Law and 
Civil Procedure. He is a member of the Tennessee Bar Association, 
Tennessee Bar Foundation and Nashville Bar Foundation. n

Alumnus and Committed  
Volunteer Joins NSL Faculty

Faculty Member Summers  
Appointed One of Four  
Senior Judges

f a c u l t y  n e w s

Callahan

Summers



Save the Date!
On Friday, June 7, 2013, the annual dinner will begin 

at 5:30 p.m. at the Renaissance Hotel with cocktails 

followed by dinner and remarks at 7 p.m. Tickets 

are $125 per person and tables for 10 are $1,250. 

The event chair is NSL alumnus Charlie Niewold. 

Please call (615) 780-2241 for tickets.

In honor of the late Chancellor Irvin H. Kilcrease, 
Jr., the Tennessee Judicial Conference Foundation 
(TJCF) has established a scholarship fund which 
will benefit law students across the state—including 
one student at Nashville School of Law each year. 

Kilcrease was one of the first African Americans 
admitted to NSL in 1962. In 1980, he was appoint-
ed Davidson County Chancellor by Gov. Lamar  
Alexander, becoming the first African American to 
preside over a Tennessee Chancery Court. Kilcrease 
retired in 2003 and was honored as a NSL distin-
guished alumnus in 2004. He passed away March 19, 2012, at the age of 80.

“It is entirely fitting that this scholarship has been created in memory of Chancellor 
Kilcrease and that the Nashville School of Law was so instrumental in raising these 
funds,” said Judge Steve Daniel, current president of the TJCF. 

The scholarship is fully funded through gifts, pledges and memorials. To make a  
donation, contact treasurer Suzanne Keith at skeith@tnaj.org or 1903 Division St., 
Nashville, TN 37203. n

Kilcrease Memorial  
Scholarship Established 

Court, a position he has held for 21 years. 
In that time he has worked on an array of 
legal matters—from taxes to constitutional 
issues. He volunteers as a Court Appointed  
Special Advocate to help abused and ne-
glected children who, through no fault of 
their own, are the subject of court proceed-
ings. He also taught for more than a dec-
ade at Middle Tennessee State University. 
Davidson is a 1989 graduate of University  
of Tennessee College of Law.

Dean Loser believes it is Davidson’s deep 
appreciation for the considerable effort NSL 
students put into obtaining a law degree that 
makes him such an outstanding teacher.

“Due to his absolute commitment to people 
as well as the law, Marshall is the ideal re-
cipient of the 2013 Distinguished Faculty 
Award,” Dean Loser said. “NSL and its 
students are fortunate to have a teacher as 
invested as he is.”

Varied Career of Service Influenced 
by NSL
Howard Gentry, Jr., the recipient of the 2013 
Community Service Award, has a storied 
career spanning banking, higher education, 
nonprofits and public service. Even so, he 
quickly claims the title of “NSL’s  Most  Popu-
lar Drop Out.”

After completing his bachelor’s and master’s 
degrees in education, Gentry worked in the 
banking and insurance industries for several 
years. He regularly interacted with the law 
and attorneys, which piqued his interest in 
pursuing a law degree. He was taking classes 
at NSL when his career took a different turn.

While attending the school, Gentry was 
offered an interim position as the Associate 
VP for Administration at Tennessee State 
University (TSU), his alma mater. Though 
he was more than two years into his law 
degree, Gentry’s NSL professor General Tom 
Shriver helped him recognize that the posi-
tion was a step toward a dream he wanted to 
fulfill and he needed to pursue it.

“Those two years I spent at NSL gave me a 
legal education that has helped me through-
out my career,” said Gentry. “The first couple 
of years are when you learn how to research 
and understand law…and that basic educa-
tion helped me to do the jobs that I have 
done over my lifetime.”

The interim position at TSU became perma-
nent and led to him fulfilling his dream of 
being TSU Director of Athletics, like his fa-
ther. Following his time at TSU, Gentry was 
elected a Nashville Metro Council member-
at-large before becoming Metro Nashville’s 
first African American Vice Mayor.

Gentry is involved with community organi-
zations including Metropolitan Homeless-
ness Commission, NAACP, Nashville Al-
liance for Public Education, Fisk University 
and Frist Center for the Visual Arts.

“But I’ve never disconnected with NSL, and 
one reason is Dean Loser,” Gentry added. “I 
have the highest respect for him. He’s had 
to make very difficult decisions as dean—
always with what was best for the school in 
mind. That helped me to understand the 
importance of making tough decisions.”

“Howard’s breadth of service to the Nash-
ville community is unbelievable,” Dean 
Loser said. “NSL is better off for having had 
him in our classrooms for the years we did. 
And he continues to be an extraordinary 
role model for our students.” n

The Tennessee Judiciary Museum opened 
on Dec. 5 as part of the 75th Anniversary 
celebration of the Nashville Supreme Court 
Building, where the museum is located.

Housing legal records significant to the state 
and detailing historic trials, the Museum’s 
collections will continue to grow—both in 
the Nashville location and in other cities. 

Among other collections, the museum is 
currently displaying handwritten Tennessee 
Constitutions, original documents from the 
State v. Scopes trial and restored 19th Cen-
tury Supreme Court records. Phase two, set 
to open in December, includes additional 
displays at the Nashville location, as well as 
installments in the Supreme Court building 
lobbies in Jackson and Knoxville. n

State Judiciary  
Museum Opens

Kilcrease at his swearing in 
with Gov. Lamar Alexander 

Annual Dinner Honorees Trace Successes and Passions Back to NSL (continued)



$44,669.00 
grand total of scholarships awarded

 

2012-2013 NSL Trustee and Faculty Scholarships

2012-2013 NSL Scholarships

Brittany DunBar 
Corynne Brazzell Arney

Diane russell 
Luther E. Cantrell, Jr.

Kelley Groover 
Chief Justice Charles O’Brien

Chris Jones 
W. P. Cooper

Mary CoCKe 
Judge Charles Gilbert

Justin hiGht 
Paul Holbrook

Matthew GiBBs  
J. G. Lackey, Jr.

Jeff KuyKenDall 
Harry S. Lester

traCey williaMs 
Lefkovitz & Lefkovitz Bankruptcy

tiM wilson 
J. Carlton Loser

JiMMy riCharDson 
Scottish Rite

DelshaD oMer 
Judge Leon Ruben Memorial

anDrea stout 
Judge Leon Ruben Memorial

eManuel loreant 
Clarence Suiter

ashley KinG 
Philippa Thompson Memorial

Cathryn arMisteaD  
Tulley Award

JareD streiCh 
Tulley Award

roBert ClarK 
John C. Tune

shawn appleGate 

Cathryn arMisteaD

shauna Balfour 

BylinDa Bell

Karen BraDy

nanCy CoGar

owen CoMpton

Chelsea eDwarDs

DerriCK Garner

ryan haGer

Gia hasleriG

eDwarD herBert

anDy hill

ashley JaCKson

saMantha Key

raChel KirBy

harlene laBruM

Kelly lee 

thoMas Martin

Joanna MCCraCKen

sharon MillinG

heather MoMChilov

franCis MonDelli

JaroD Mullins 

Billy osterMann

MarK peCKhaM

lisa pettiBone

eriKa porter

williaM riDley

neal riGsBy

MiChael sanDler

Marlen santana-perez

Claire white

KirK yoquelet 



news from the notable class of 2005

Greg Adkins is the president and CEO 
of the Tennessee Hospitality Association 
and a board member of the Metro Nash-
ville Planning Commission, the Crieve 
Hall Neighborhood Association and the 
International Society of Hotel Association 
Executives. He is the former executive 
director for the Tennessee Public Trans-
portation Association. Adkins served 
eight years as district council member for 
Metro Nashville and Davidson County 
District 16. In 2010, Adkins was president 
of the board of directors for the Tennessee 
County Services Association and a board  
member of the Tennessee County Com-
missioners Association.

Connie Allison practices business, civil 
litigation and family law, serving as gen-
eral counsel for Convergenz LLC and on 
the Convergenz Assessment Team. She 
is involved with Habitat for Humanity, 
Nashville Exchange Club and Advice Clinic 
for the Legal Aid Society. She is currently 

working on her L.L.M. in taxation at the 
University of Alabama.

Terry M. Brasfield is the owner, in-house 
counsel and administrator of Anesthesia 
Business Management LLC, Anesthesia 
Services of Middle Tennessee PLLC, An-
esthesia Billing Services LLC and Pain 
Management of Middle Tennessee PLLC. 
She is certified by American College of 
Medical Practice Executives as a certified 
medical practice executive through the 
Medical Group Management Association 
and is currently completing the fellowship 
requirements of ACMPE. Brasfield is a 
member of the Medical Group Management 
Association, American College of Medical 
Practice Executives and its Anesthesia 
Administration Assembly, Society for Hu-
man Resource Management, Healthcare 
Information and Management Systems 
Society. She has participated in mission 
and medical mission trips to Romania, 
Jamaica, and Trinidad and Tobago.

John Clark practices personal injury and 
civil litigation law with Aubrey Givens 
& Associates. He is past president of the 
Maury County Lawyers Association. Clark 
is a board member of the Tennessee Bar 
Association Young Lawyers Division, where 
he served on the Wills for Heroes Com-
mittee and was a co-chair of the Tennes-
see High School Mock Trial Committee 
and Membership Committee. He lives in 
Nashville with his wife, Kristi and their 
four children.

S. Brad Dozier works in estate and probate 
law and business succession planning. He 
regularly speaks at CLE sessions, discussing 
estate and financial planning. Dozier serves 
on the board of the Brentwood Towne 
Centre Theatre and Our Savior Lutheran 
Academy in Oak Hill. 

Hilary Hiland Duke practices civil, criminal, 
domestic and juvenile law with Reynolds, 
Potter, Ragan & Vandivort PLC. She serves 
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on the 23rd Judicial Drug Court Steering 
Committee. Duke is currently president of 
the Dickson County Bar Association. She 
volunteers as a Dickson County Soccer 
Association coach and has two children.

Jad A. Duncan has a solo practice in 
Nashville focused on domestic, probate 
and general civil litigation. He has handled 
complex civil litigation matters including 
federal multi-district product liability liti-
gation. He is an active participant in the 
pro bono program. Duncan is a member 
of the Tennessee and Nashville Bar As-
sociations, an executive board member 
of Bellevue Chamber of Commerce and 
CATV special committee of the Davidson 
County Metropolitan Government. He is a 
former board member of the Rolling River 
Homeowner’s Association and Children’s 
Kingdom Mission. He was selected to the 
“Best of Nashville” as “Best Attorney” in 
the Nashville Scene 2010 Readers’ Poll. He 
and his wife have two boys.

Jason B. Elliott is an Assistant District 
Attorney for the 18th Judicial District. 
Prior to serving as ADA, Elliot ran a pri-
vate practice.

Marjorie Fann works for the State of Ten-
nessee in the Nursing Home Unit.

Jason Ferrell practices with Brewer, 
Krause, Brooks, Chastain & Burrow PLLC 
in Nashville. His practice focuses on the 
representation of insurance companies in 
general litigation with an emphasis on 
arson and fraud, insurance coverage and 
litigation and insurance defense and civil 
litigation. Ferrell is a member of the Ten-
nessee and Nashville Bar Associations and 
National Society of Professional Insurance 
Investigators.

Ronald G. Freemon practices criminal, 
personal injury and family law and served as 
General Counsel for Haulers Insurance in 
2005-7. In January 2013, Freemon founded 
Attkisson, Bellis & Freemon, PLLC. 

Nick Harris opened his own personal injury 
law office in 2008, the Law Office of  Nick 
Harris PLLC. He recently became a partner 
with Alpha Sports + Entertainment and is 
the sports agent for several pro golfers. He 
does contract work in the entertainment 
industry. Harris volunteers with In His  
Grip Golf Ministries and Blue Raider  
Athletic Association.

Mark James is the assistant general counsel 
for the Tennessee Department of Environ-
ment and Conservation and the primary 
administrative litigator for the State of 
Tennessee, Division of Air Pollution Con-
trol. He conducts contested case hearings 
in support of air pollution enforcement, 
as well as other environmental regulatory 
programs. James is the former counsel to 
the State Commission of Indian Affairs.

Cindy G. Johns practices part-time and 
focuses on juvenile cases involving DCS 
and criminal law. She is a member of the 
Overton County Bar Association and the 
Livingston-Overton County Chamber of 
Commerce. Johns enjoys traveling and 
visiting with her five—soon to be six— 
grandchildren. 

Blake Kelley practices criminal defense and 
personal injury law as a sole practitioner 
in Nashville. He is a member of the Ten-
nessee Association of Criminal Defense 
Lawyers and Tennessee and Nashville Bar 
associations. Kelley is a faithful attendee of 
the Nashville School of Law CLE courses 
and encourages others to attend.

Liberty Lander is a U.S. Probation officer 
for the United States District Court Middle 
District of Tennessee.

Julie Loomis works in risk management at 
the Medical Professional Liability Company. 
She provides risk management education 
to physicians and their staff in seven states. 
Loomis is a member of the Tennessee Bar 
Association and American Society for 
Healthcare Risk Management. She is also 
a board member of United Way of Wil-
liamson County Medius Circle.

Michael B. Meador has a solo practice of 
general law in Clarksville.

Ashley Wise Mittermeier has a private 
practice in Nashville focusing on criminal 
defense, divorce and wills. She serves cli-
ents in Davidson, Williamson, Rutherford, 
Dickson and surrounding counties. Mit-
termeier is vice president of Highland Park 
Homeowners Association’s board of directors, 
active in Woman’s Club of Nashville and 
serves on several committees and volun-
teers at Kenrose Elementary School. She 
and her husband Mark live in Brentwood 
and have two sons.

Robert Joseph Nash is an Assistant District 
Attorney General for the 19th Judicial 
District and a member of the Clarksville 
Rotary Club. 

Aaron B. Nix is a lawyer and senior manager 
of the Tennessee Valley Authority’s Realty, 
GIS and Land Records Group which is 
responsible for the purchase and disposal 
of TVA’s property rights, those records  
associated with that process as well as GIS 
mapping. He is a former training chair 
of the Tri-Lateral Safety Alliance. Nix 
volunteers as a commissioner and youth 
baseball and football coach among other 
youth initiatives. He and his wife, Shonda, 
have three children.

Frank S. Peeler works in automobile sub-
rogation and real estate. He volunteers 
with Boy Scouts of America, Room in the 
Inn and Leaders/Leaderettes through the 
Church of Christ.

Kenneth Redditt practices criminal, fam-
ily and property law with a number of pro 
bono cases. Redditt is a member of Phi 
Beta Sigma Fraternity.

Joshua L. Rogers is a partner at Schell & Da-
vies and practices divorce and criminal law. 
His notable case is State v. Cordell  Vaughn in 
which a first-degree murder conviction was 
remanded for a new trial. Rogers has been 
a juvenile court magistrate since 2007 and 
has approval pending as a rule 31 mediator. 
He is a member of the Williamson County  
Bar Association.

Paul Landon Sexton has had a solo gen-
eral practice, Sexton Law Firm, in Oak 
Ridge since 2009. His areas of emphasis 
are criminal law, accident and injury and 
juvenile law. Sexton is a member of the 
Anderson County Bar Association. 

Jennifer Sheppard practices probate, family 
and appellate law in Nashville. She serves 
as guardian ad litem in juvenile and probate 
courts. She is a member of the Tennessee 
and Nashville Bar associations and the 
Conservatorship Association of Tennessee. 
She volunteers with Big Brothers Big Sisters.

Melanie Stark practices juvenile and fam-
ily law. She has been Robertson County 
juvenile court magistrate since 2006. Stark is 
a supporter of CASA and Open Door Preg-
nancy of Robertson County and a member  
 

Continued on next page 7



of the Order of Eastern Star Chapter 222 and the Charlotte Reeves Chapter 
Daughters of the American Revolution.

Casey Stokes has a sole practice in criminal defense. He currently serves as 
county attorney for Meigs County and city judge for Decatur, Tenn.

Lisa Tomlinson is Of Counsel at MacPherson & Youmans in Lebanon 
focusing on criminal, domestic and juvenile law. She is vice president for 
the 15th Judicial District Bar Association and president-elect for 2014. She 
lives on her family farm in a historic farmhouse she renovated, and loves 
to travel and cook.

Nick Utter has a general practice with a focus on domestic, criminal, tort, 
probate and contract law. His new office is in Nashville’s L&C Building. 
He and his wife have two daughters.

Tom Walsh practices general law.  His notable cases include Johnson et al 
v. Hopkins et al Bill granted 3-7-13 Supreme Court hearing October 2013, 
and Ragland v. Jewette Taylor et al wrongful death settled in 2011.

Christa Yeary works for the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs, Nashville 
Regional Office and Special Operations. She supervises special operations 
staff through the adjudication for benefits under the Department of Veter-
ans Affairs Compensation and Pension pro grams. Special operations teams 
include adjudications of military sexual trauma, former prisoner of war, 
Agent Orange, traumatic brain injury and seriously injured veterans claims. 
Yeary is a member of the Tennessee Bar Association, Daughters of the 
American Revolution and Kappa Kappa Gamma Alumnae Association.

News from the Notable Class of 2005 continued

In June 2012, the Tennessee 
Chapter of the American Board 
of Trial Advocates (ABOTA) 
honored Judge Frank G. 
Clement as Appellate Judge of 
the Year. Judge Clement, one 
of NSL’s most distinguished 
alumni, has served on the 
Tennessee Court of Appeals 
since 2003. He currently is 
president of the Nashville Bar 
Association.

A 1979 graduate of the school, Judge Clement was in private practice for 
16 years before being appointed in 1995 as judge of the Circuit and Probate 
Court, 20th judicial district. In 1996, he was elected judge of Division VII of 
the Circuit Probate Court, 20th judicial district, and was re-elected in 1998. 

ABOTA is a national association of trial lawyers and judges dedicated 
to preserving and promoting the civil jury trial right provided by the 
Constitution’s Seventh Amendment. The association educates the public 
about the history and value of the right to trial by jury. n

Judge Frank G. Clement Named 
Appellate Judge of the Year

L e t t e r  t o  t h e  E d i t o r

Dear Dean Loser,

It seems that it was only yesterday when 182 “law students” 

attended Dean Lackey’s first night of Contract Law in the fall 

of 1984 in the basement of the Nashville YMCA. Four years 

later, 32 of those same law students graduated from the 

Nashville School of Law in the spring of 1988. 

The Class of 1988 was remarkable in many rights in that it 

was the last class to have Dean Lackey for Contract Law, the 

first class to have Dean Loser for Civil Procedure and one of 

the classes which met in several other venues prior to the 

construction of the present Nashville School of Law. 

Our class is very proud of the fact that more outstanding 

jurists may have been members of our class than any other, 

including the following: 

Sophia Crawford, Juvenile Judge for Davidson County; Burton 
Glover, General Sessions Judge for Robertson County; Kindall 
T. Lawson, General Sessions & Circuit Court Judge for 3rd 

Judicial District; Susan Melton, Circuit Court Judge for Cannon 

County; Al Nations, General Sessions Judge for Williamson 

County; Marsh Nichols, Special Master for Davidson County; 

James Threet, Judge for City of Manchester; Dianne Turner, 
General Sessions Judge for Davidson County.

In addition to the aforementioned jurists, our class produced 

many excellent lawyers who have practiced in the numerous 

areas of Domestic Relations and Bankruptcy, in addition to 

serving in various capacities of state and local government. 

Our class has also suffered the loss of several of the most 

popular members such as Mark MacLeod, Walt Olson, Dr. 

Kenneth Olson, Rainey Pegram and Patricia Betterton.

I still possess many wonderful memories of the special people 

who were classmates in the 1988 Class of the Nashville 

School of Law. On the silver anniversary of our graduation, I 

congratulate all of my fellow classmates in their legal careers 

and consider myself very blessed to have spent those years 

with the “some of the best.”

Best Regards,

Duane W. DeVault

Class of 1988

Aubrey B. Harwell, Jr., 
presents the award to Clement



Philip H. Miller (1978) will be a faculty member for the 2013 Trial 
Advocacy Workshop at Harvard Law School, his fifth invitation 
to serve in this fashion. In addition, Miller was the only Tennessee 
attorney selected to present at the January 2013 meeting of the 
American Association for Justice as part of the Advanced Deposition 
College faculty. 

Thomas W. Lawless (1980) was recognized as a leading bankruptcy 
litigation attorney in the 2012 edition of Chambers USA. 

Marlene Eskind Moses (1980) recently has been re-elected as vice 
president of the International Academy of Matrimonial Lawyers during 
the association’s annual meeting in Singapore.

Robert Stack (1996) of Stack Law office in Milwaukee, Wis.,  
was featured in M Magazine’s Leading Lawyers 2012 for excellence  
in bankruptcy law. 

Hilary H. Duke (2005) was elected president and Michael Meise 
(2007) secretary/treasurer of the Dickson County Bar Association.

Teresa Ann Beardsley (2011) has joined the real estate and  
finance group at Baker, Donelson, Bearman, Caldwell & Berkowitz, 
PC, in Nashville. 

Correction: Wesley Thomas Bray (2004) worked for the 13th Judicial 
District Attorney’s Office from 2002 to 2005; however his role was not 
assistant district attorney, as reported in the Winter 2012 newsletter. 
We regret the error.

Memorial Contributions

In Memory of          Robert High 
Tom B. Harris, Jr.        Bradshaw, Jr.

In Memory of Amy Adams Gowan Mary Beth Boone

In Memory of Linda Grissim Joe and Millie Loser

In Memory of 
James G. Lackey, Jr. Jim G. Creecy

In Memory of Tom Ware       Mary Beth Boone

In Memory of William R. Willis, Jr. Mary Beth Boone

Henry Houston Hagar  Class of 1950
M. Chapman Bain, Jr.   Class of 1952
Tom G. Coleman, Jr.   Class of 1965
Tom Brooks Harris, Jr. Class of 1968
Alfred Lee Evans  Class of 1968
Olie H. Phillips, Jr.  Class of 1971
Fred A. Warrick  Class of 1977
Betty Fowlkes Boner    Class of 1978
Jim A. Wiseman Class of 1978
James Wesley Hodges, Jr.  Class of 1982
Thomas H. Ware  Class of 1984
Mary Martin Schaffner       Faculty for Evidence  
        1991-1996

In Memoriam

Class of 1974 Reunites
Eleven members of the class of 1974 at NSL, then known 
as the YMCA Night Law School, gathered in October 
2012 to enjoy a reunion luncheon.

For 18 years, NSL students turned to 
Anne Russell as an expert in matters 
of probate and estate planning. And 
while she has chosen to refocus time 
and energy on her civil litigation 
practice at Adams and Reese, Russell 
will remain a resource to NSL students, 
alumni and the Middle Tennessee 
community. NSL thanks Russell for her commitment to 
fostering the learning and growth of many students.

A 1984 graduate of NSL, Russell began her role as an 
instructor in Wills, Probate and Trusts at the school in 
1995. At Adams and Reese, Russell’s emphases in civil 
litigation include probate litigation, antenuptial agreements, 
alternative dispute resolution and estates. She also handles 
family law and personal injury matters.

She has served on the faculty of the National Institute for 
Trial Advocacy in the Trial Skills and Mediation/Negotiation 
Program since 1990 and the CLE Faculty for the Nashville 
Bar Association since 1988. She is a fellow of the Nashville 
Bar Foundation and the Tennessee Bar Foundation.

Russell is also former chair of the Tennessee Lawyers 
Fund for Client Protection and an alumna of Leadership 
Nashville. In addition to her law degree from NSL, she 
holds a master’s and doctorate degrees from the University 
of Tennessee and received mediation training in a  
post-graduate study program at Harvard University. n

Dedicated Instructor  
Refocuses on Practice, 
Community Service 

a l u m n i  n e w s

Russell

Standing, L to R: John C. McLemore, Joe Dughman, Jim 
Lackey, Richard “Dicky” Norman, Bill Shuff, Ralph DeMarco 
and Larry Williams   Seated, L to R: Ron Buchanan,  
John Rochford, Jim Barr and Jackson Downey
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February 2013 Bar Exam Results

Bart eDwarD ashley, Jr.
Kristy Carr BlaKe

thoMas Joseph Boylan

Diana lee BraDforD

roBert oliver BratCher

teresa faye CaMpBell

Karen Maree CaMpBell

Brittani BriGht Dial 
traCy lee Dore’ 

niChole rae DusChe’ 
Joseph Johnson faison 
JaMie lynn forMont 

Matthew Jason GroslanD 
John thoMas quinton horner 

JarroD peter huDDleston 
John MiChael hull 

thoMas Mahlon hutto 
lisa Ballast JarMan 

Jennifer elizaBeth Jones 
travis Benson Jones 

Christopher ryan KniGht 
John Christopher larKin 

BruCe alexanDer MaCleoD, Jr. 

Joseph patriCK MCCarthy 
Chase auBry Moore 
MoniCa rene nixon 
Julie waDe palMer 

shelia Bryan proffitt 
whitney henDerson raque 

Joseph anthony John rearDon 
John saffell roBerts 

theresa s. sCott 
GeorGe DiMitrios spanos

Brittany M. speiGht 
aMy MiChelle stansell 
Jennifer renee steiert 
sanDra lynn talBott 

Courtney alanDra teasley 
BranDi niCole thrailKill 

Jenny ruth villaloBos 
Jesse DaviD waterMan 
leiGh rosser wilBurn 

a. vinCent wilCox 
MiChele lee woJCieChowsKi 

DaviD wayne wyatt 

Congratulations to the Nashville School of Law Graduates 
Who Passed the Tennessee Bar Exam!

Davidson County Judges Daniel B. Eisenstein and Seth W. Norman recently hosted 
Benjamin Tucker, deputy director of state, local and tribal affairs for the White House 
Office of National Drug Control Policy, at the Davidson County Drug Court— 
Developing Character During Confinement (DC4) program graduation. 

DC4 is a long-term residential drug and alcohol treatment program through which 
non-violent offenders receive counseling, assistance in overcoming addictions, and 
vocational training.

Judge Eisenstein serves on Davidson County’s Division II General Sessions Court 
and has been an instructor of mental health law at NSL since 2005. Judge Norman 
is the founder of and presides over the Davidson County Drug Court. A 1962 NSL 
graduate, he also founded and formerly chaired the Nashville Drug Court Support 
Foundation, Inc. n

Davidson County’s Drug Court  
Serves as Model for National Policy

L to R: Judge Daniel B. Eisenstein, Judge Seth 
W. Norman, Corrections Commissioner Derek 
Schofield, Deputy Director Benjamin Tucker, 
Safety and Homeland Security Director Bill 

Gibbons, and Mental Health and Substance Abuse 
Services Commissioner Doug Varney



Nashville School of Law Salutes Our December 2012 Graduates

* Cooper’s Inn Honor Society ** Founders Award 

Bart Edward Ashley, Jr.
Sarah H. Baker
Kristy Carr Blake * 

Aimee Elizabeth Boorse
Thomas Joseph Boylan
Diana Lee Bradford
Jeffrey Wayne Campbell
Karen Maree Campbell
John Hue Carroll
Patrick Chester Clark
David Raymond Cote
David P. Cotton
Michael Anthony Cunningham * 

Tracy Lee Dore’ * 

Nichole Rae Dusche’
Rachael Lynn Edge
Renee’ Delaine Garrett
Matthew Jason Grosland */** 

Charles Wheeler Hord

John Thomas Quinton Horner
Jarrod Peter Huddleston
Shelia Maria Hudson
John Michael Hull
Thomas Mahlon Hutto
Lisa Ballast Jarman
Jennifer Elizabeth Jones
Travis Benson Jones
John Christopher Larkin
Bruce Alexander MacLeod, Jr.
Joseph Patrick McCarthy * 

Charity Faith Neal
Lesli P. Oliver
Larry Reed Pierce
Shelia Bryan Proffitt * 

Whitney Henderson Raque
Joseph Anthony John Reardon
Theresa S. Scott
Jessica Renea Simpson
Jessica Marie Sloan

Diann Mosely Smithson
Jesse Leigh Snider
George Dimitrios Spanos
Amy Michelle Stansell
James Lee Stiles
Dena Marie Swoner
Courtney Alandra Teasley
Brandi Nicole Thrailkill
Jenny Ruth Villalobos
Natasha Marie Walker
Jesse David Waterman
Amy Lynn Watson
Wencke-Eileen Becker West
Leigh Rosser Wilburn
A. Vincent Wilcox
Michele Lee Wojciechowski
Mark Edward Woodside
David Wayne Wyatt
Brian C. Yuchnitz

Fifty-eight men and women graduated from Nashville School of Law on  
Saturday, December 1, in a ceremony held at the Nashville Convention Center.  

Student speaker Matthew Grosland addressed his classmates,  
and graduate Leigh Rosser Wilburn gave the benediction.  

NSL congratulates our graduates upon this significant milestone. 

1: Keynote Speaker Patrick McHale 2: (L to R) Kristy Blake, Sheila Proffitt, Joe McCarthy, George Spanos 3: Matt Grosland 
4: (L to R) J.C. Larkin, Travis Jones, Jenny Jones, Lisa Jarman 5: Patrick McHale and Natasha Walker

1 2

4 5

3
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Nashville School of Law
4013 Armory Oaks Drive

Nashville, TN 37204

Tel. 615.256.3684
Fax 615.244.2383

www.nashvilleschooloflaw.net
email: beth@nashvilleschooloflaw.net

Nashville School of Law

Mark Your Calendar!
20th Annual Recognition Dinner

• 
Friday, June 7, 2013

• 
5:30 p.m.

•
Renaissance Hotel Nashville

Please call (615) 780-2241 for tickets.


